ST16-25 – Power of Attorney


The below is from Pub 4012-page K-24
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Revised Tax-Aide policy on mailing Form 8453
1. Tax-Aide volunteers may elect to NOT send Form 8453 to Austin. Instead, preparers must tell taxpayer to retain the records and advise them which pages to submit if the IRS has questions. 
2. Sites with scanning capability should continue to attach pdfs of the required pages to the return before e-filing. 
3. Paper returns should have all documents included. 
4. Do not send any documents to the local SPEC Relationship Manager
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Read Pub 17 on Power of Attorney & Signatures. For additional details, see Pub 947 and Form
2848 Instructions.

See Tab N for TaxSlayer® detalled instructions,

Attach a copy of the taxpayer's original paper POA to a copy of Form 8453 for the site to send to
the IRS once the return is accepted. Alternatively, you may scan the POA to @ PDF and attach the
PDF to the return prior o creating the e-file.

Even when the TP's agent is sing a POA different than Form 2848, follow the same process.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT POWERS OF ATTORNEY (POA)

1. Avalid General Power of Attorney (POA), naming a representative as Attorey-in-Fact,is required
if sihe asks to have a retum completed for someane else and intends to sign that return on behalf
of those whom she s representing

2. The POA must be either legally signed by taxpayer and notarized o issued by a court

3. The POA must contain a statement which defines the authoriy to prepare, sign, and file income
tax returns with federal, state, and local or other governmental bodies. The circumstances under
which another person may sign a retun are
a. Disease or Injury;

b. Continuous absence from the United States for a period of 60 days prior to date required by la
for filing the return; or
c. Specific permission is requested of and granted by the IRS for other good cause.

3. Form 2848, when properly completed can serve as a Power of Attomey for tax matters only. Tax-
Aide volunteers should not complete form 2848 on behalf of clients. Itis up to the individual
taxpayer to complete the form 2848 and bring it to the site for handiing with the retum

4. Ifthe retum is mailed to the IRS, then a copy of the POA must be attached to the Form 1040.

5. Normally the Power of Attorney (POA) does not survive the death of the taxpayer and is not valid
for a deceased individual. If the retumn is being prepared for a deceased taxpayer, then signing of
the retum depends on the specifc circumstances
a. Aretum signed by a surviving spouse—no documentation required;

b Areturn signed by a court appointed administrator—court appointment papers required:

¢ Areturn signed by a court appointed executor—court appointment papers required; o

d. Aretu signed by a personal representative who has not been appointed by a court—Form
1310 required i requesting a refund.

6. I a counselor does not feel comfortable working with a POA, court appointment papers or Form
1310, check with other volunteers. If no-one else is available, refer the client to a paid preparer.




